
     August 2010                  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

 The pages of this newsletter are filled 
with opportunities for you to expand your 

Christian journey, praise the God who loves 
you, and serve others in Jesus` name.  I 
hope you`ll read its pages carefully and 
prayerfully, and then go where the Spirit 
leads!  May we all continue to spend our 

time, energy and money on that which is last-
ing, in joyful 

service to the Lord of our lives!

       
     Blessings, 

 As we gear up for the fall, I want to share 
a story. In making some of my follow-up calls 
recently to members who have been 
involved in our children`s ministries, one of 
them was hesitant in agreeing to continue for 
the coming year but said yes. With-in twenty 
four hours, I received an email from her. She 
has graciously agreed to allow me to share her 
story.

 “Earlier this week I hesitated when you 
called to see if I would do Children's Church.  I 
want you to know how glad I am that I said 
yes.  Today I picked Clarissa and Josh up from 
Camp Loughridge.  They had spent the week 
at the camp having a great time being out-
doors and in a great Christian environment.  
Today they had the camp closing and I saw 
wearing staff T-shirts two former youth group 
kids from my days at First Presbyterian 
Okmulgee.  My high school friend and then 
pastor of First Pres had talked me into doing 
youth group.  I again was reluctant but we had 
a lot of fun even if it was only a few kids.  You 
never really know if you made a difference or 
not but today those boys remembered me, 
which for a teenager now in college seven 
years later - that meant something.  I don't pre-
tend to have made a significant difference in 
these kids lives but this week they were men-
tors to my kids and  I was proud.  Years later I 
had the opportunity to be a youth group leader 
at St. James and are now watching these 
young adults as they go out into the world.  I 
urge the congregation to get involved anyway 
they are able with Christian Education it will 
not only make a difference in the kids lives, it 
will make a difference in yours.”
    Shannon Cozzoni

 We still have opportunities to help in our 
children`s ministries. Your time commitment 
can be as little as one hour a month. I ask you 
to read through the programs being planned 
for this fall and prayerfully consider if you want 
to make a difference in a child`s life and their 
faith journey.

When:   Beginning Sunday, 
September 12, 2010

What:   Two services of worship 
in the St. James Sanctuary

8:45-9:30 a.m. 1st service
9:30-10:30 a.m. Sunday School

10:30-11:00 a.m. Fellowship 
11:00 am - noon 2nd Service 



 This fall, our children`s Sunday school program will be using curriculum from our Presbyterian
 denomination. This curriculum is Bible based and provides a variety of age appropriate activities to help 
our children grow in their faith and learn more about God`s Word for each of them. Each Sunday, children 
will explore passages from both the Old and New Testaments that are presented from the perspective of 
our Reformed tradition. Also incorporated into the curricuum are questions from our catechism helping 
children grow in their understanding of what it means to be Presbyterian.

 Children`s Church  will resume Sunday, September 12th during both the 8:45 and 11:00 services. 
Children, first grade and under are invited to Children`s Church. Children who are worshipping with their 
parents may leave the service during the Passing of the Peace and will return following the sermon. While 
in Children`s Church, they will hear the scripture passage for that Sunday and learn more about the 
passage through a variety of activities.  Children`s Church provides an opportunity for our younger 
members to hear and experience the day's scriptures in age appropriate ways.

 Two and Three Year Olds  will be using Wee Believe: God`s Word for God`s People . This 
curriculum provides an opportunity for our youngest Sunday School participants to begin to learn about 
God and God`s love for each of them. Most of the stories shared with our two and three year olds are 

repeated twice helping them to learn these stories. During the fall 
quarter, children will be learning about Noah, Abraham and 
Sarah, Joseph, Hannah, and David. They will also have Beatrice 
and Wee Bee to help them each week as well, providing 

activities which allow them to focus on the story about the people of God. Each lesson also includes a take 
home sheet letting families know more about what was shared during Sunday School.

 Pre-schoolers through Fourth grade  will be using We Believe . This curriculum focuses on 
children`s ability to learn in a variety of ways, by providing activities which will encourage them to grow in 

their faith. The children will also have the opportunity to learn more about what 
Presbyterians believe as each lesson will incorporate a question from our
 denomination`s catechism.  The theme for We Believe  this year is “God`s 
Messengers”, focusing on some of the biblical people God chose to be messen-
gers. Children will have the opportunity to explore the lives of Joseph, Elijah, 
Moses, Deborah, and Esther to name a few, and the content of their messages. 

Some of the messengers will be already familiar to the children, and some may be new, but all have a 
message from which the children can continue to learn and share with their friends and family.

 Our Fifth and Sixth graders  will be using, FAQ, Faithfully Asking Questions . This curriculum
 focuses on the questions that younger youth have about God, their faith, and the issues of life. With the 

use of real questions asked by real youth across our denomination, our 
fifth and sixth graders will hopefully find answers through scripture and 
our church's tradition so they can develop a deeper understanding of 
what it means to be a follower of God. This class will provide a great 
steeping stone in preparing them for confirmation class in the next few 
years.

All curriculum have a website, which families can log onto at home to continue learning about the 
biblical people and their stories.

  



The Jr High and High 
School (7th -12th grade) 
will be looking at Faith 

Questions.   Every 4 to 6 
weeks they will explore a 

different question and 
look for insight and an-

swers by connecting the question with the Bible 
as well as the creeds and confessions of the 
Presbyterian Church.  Throughout the year 

questions will cover such topics as The Bible, 
Gospels, Forgiveness, Prayer, Evangelism and 

much more..   

 Nomads Bible Study  - Taking a 
closer look at the passages used in the 
weekly lectionary this more traditional Bible 
Study class is a chance to jump in deeper 
to the Scripture passages for that day, ask 
the questions and figure out what God is 
saying to you and the faith community.

General Assembly Issues and 
Overtures : The 219th General Assembly 
has sent a wealth of items to be voted on 
by the Presbyteries and studied by the 
churches.  This class will spend the year 
exploring a few of the “Big Ones.” includ-
ing; The new Form of Government (FOG) 
which if passed by the Presbyteries would 
replace our current Book of Order, the 
Balfour Confession which (if passed) would 
be added to our Book of Confessions, The 
majority and minority study papers on 
Marriage, and the study on Middle East 
Peace “Breaking Down the Walls”  

“Everything you always wanted to know 
about the Bible but were afraid to ask”   
Has there ever been a passage in the 
Bible that just left you stumped? Or have 
you wondered just ex-
actly what the Bible has 
to say on a certain 
issue or topic?  The 
questions will be up to 
the class participants, 
and will change week to week.  



Sanctuary Choir for Adults and 
Youth

Meets on Wednesday evenings from 

7:00-8:30 p.m.  in the Sanctuary
*No prior experience required, just a 
love of singing and a desire to lead the 
congregation in hymns and anthems
Child care is available
Sings in the 11 a.m. service of worship 
most Sundays from Sept. 12th through 
early May

REHEARSALS START SEPTEMBER 8
 
Carillon Handbell Choir for Adults 
and Youth

Meets on Wednesday 
evenings from 6:00-7:00 
p.m. in the handbell re-
hearsal room on the 

right side of the Sanctuary
*Music reading ability is needed and 
space is sometimes limited.  The hand-
bell choir assists in worship aproximately 
once a month.
Child care is available

REHEARSALS START SEPTEMBER 8
*please speak with Director of Music 
David Huffstetler by September 1st  if 
you are interested. 

USHERS:  who pass out bulletins and greet ar-
riving worshippers, take up the offering, and 
assist with communion on the first Sunday of 
each month in each service (a great job for a 
family as well as couples and single adults)

COMMUNION SERVERS: who help serve the 
bread and juice on the first Sunday of each 
month (for adults and high school age youth)

LITURGISTS: who assist the pastors with lead-
ing elements of worship 
(for youth and adults who are good readers and 
communicators)

GREETERS: who stand at main entrance doors 
and welcome all who come, especially paying 
attention to visitors (a job for all ages)
 
Interested in some aspect of worship leader-
ship?  Please contact the church office or 
Pastor Jane/ Pastor Cheryl or a member of the 
worship committee (Dean Smith, chair, Karen 
Trew Cantu, Earl Evans, Jane Gibson, Twyla 
Kok, Claude Macy, Kim Mook, Stacy 
Richardson, Ann Smith)

NURSERY:  Interested in being a part of the ro-
tation to rock, hold, and play with our youngest 
memebers, please let Teri Launius know

 

 If you have been to church recently, you may have noticed the C. E. Committee is 
updating and yes even expanding our nursery. The former Temple (room 105) is being transformed into 
our new Infant Nursery for babies under the age of two. The painting is underway and more is to follow. 

 We are also expanding our Toddler/Pre-school (two`s, three`s and fours) Nursery by taking out the 
common wall between the two current nursery rooms. De-Construction of the wall is planned to start the 
week of August 22nd, and should take about a week to complete. Once the wall is gone, we will repaint 
these rooms as well. During the renovation, the Toddlers and Pre-Schoolers will have their space tem-
porarily relocated to the Room 102, the former Art Room. We hope to have all the renovations com-
pleted by September 12th, the start of the new program year.



Lectionary scripture readings for 
August 2010

 1 Dylan Smith
 2 Patti Baker, John Lackey
 4 Bette Saxby
 5 Fred Handy
 6 Jacqueline Delgado, Bob Prater
 8 Laura Crownover, Marti Ticer, 
 Al Talley
 9 David Emery
12 Aaron Drever
13 Jadan Ashbaugh, Larry Powers
14 MJ O'Reilly, Brittany Young
16 Paul Shaddox, Kim Mook
19 B.J. Dollahon
20 Jane Gibson, Lindsey Crownover, 
 Katherine McMillan
21 Seth Gustafson, Katie Garrett
22 Ben Swofford
23 John Buntin, Lily Stockton
26 William Hall, Aileen Todd
27 Robb Brown
28 Neal Dancer
29 Bailey LaFitte
30 Sam Horton, Rachel Lastinger

August 1 (18th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
Hosea 11:1-11    Psalm 107:1-9, 43 
Colossians 3:1-11    Luke 12:13-21 

August 8 (19th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20    Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23 
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16   Luke 12:32-40 

August 15 (20th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
Isaiah 5:1-7     Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19 
Hebrews 11:29-12:2    Luke 12:49-56 

August 22 (21st Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
Jeremiah 1:4-10    Psalm 71:1-6 
Hebrews 12:18-29    Luke 13:10-17 

August 29 (22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
Jeremiah 2:4-13    Psalm 81:1, 10-16 
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16   Luke 14:1, 7-14
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 Beginning Sunday, August 15th, Teri 
Launius` office hours will change as she has 

accepted a position with the 
Claremore Public Schools. 
She will be available all day 
Sundays 8:30 - 4:30 and 
Wednesdays, 4:00 to 8:30. 
Should you need to contact 

her any other time, you may email or leave a mes-
sage with the church office. She is grateful the 
Personnel and C. E. Committees, along with the 
staff, for allowing her this opportunity to continue 
to work with the children of St. James, along with 
the fifth graders at Central Upper Elementary in 

St. James Presbyterian Church
11970 South Elm 
Jenks, OK  74037
918.299.9988 

www.stjamesjenks.org


