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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

 As you read this newsletter, our Presbyterian 
Church USA will be holding its biennial General 
Assembly in Minneapolis.  This weeklong meeting of 
elder and minister commissioners elected from every 
Presbytery will consider a number of issues and con-
cerns, as well as celebrate in worship and reflection the 
worldwide mission of the Church.  Public meetings and 
declarations are always a mixed bag of concise com-
munication and misunderstood actions.  That is why I 

seldom consider one news source for my 
information.  I`ve found that at least 3-4 
different sources give me a clearer picture 
of what is being said and done. 

 So may I suggest that you consider visit-
ing several sources this week to learn 
about the actions of this 219th meeting of 
the Presbyterian Church (first GA was in 
1789).  Of course local and national news 
sources might focus on the most contro-
versial or unusual happenings of the 
Assembly (the old “if it bleeds, it leads”).  
But it`s always interesting to see how the 
world at large interprets the actions of the 
Church.

 A second source of news is the live-action 
sort.  At www.pcusa.org/ga219 you will be 
able to find news briefs and streaming 
video from the General Assembly.  If you 
click the link you will find there for PC-Biz, 

you can log on and see the actual documents being 
seen in the Convention Center, complete with amend-
ments, committee action, and final assembly action.  
Also, Judy Fletcher, our Synod Executive, has posted a 
short little introduction to the work of General Assembly 
on the Synod webpage - www.synodsun.com. 

 Finally, our own Pastor Cheryl is attending the 
General Assembly as an observer, and we have 6-10 
other people from our Presbytery who are attending, so 
we can ask them firsthand to share their experiences 
and insights when they return.

-Continued on next page-

Minutes of the Elders meeting in Session

 The Elders of St. James met in session on 
Monday, June 14th at 6:30 p.m.  Elder Jessica 
Thompson led the devotional and opening prayer.

 The Christian Education Committee received 
approval for a revised safety policy for those 
working with children and youth.  Everyone was
 encouraged to support the 2010 Vacation Bible 
School starting June 20th at 5:30 pm and ending on 
June 24th.  The summer schedule would follow 
9:30 am worship with donuts, coffee and Sunday 
School at 10:30 am.  Pastor Jane and Pastor 
Cheryl will lead the adult class; John Rollins, M.J. 
O`Reilly and Pastor Cheryl will lead the youth 
class; Teri Launius and Jennifer Drever will lead 
the children`s class: and Cindy Rehanek and Susie 
Wiser will care for infants and toddlers.

 The Worship Committee proposed a motion 
for a fall worship schedule that was amended by 
the Session.  That schedule will be announced in 
August.  The Committee announced the 
Languages of Worship classes to be held on the 
Tuesday nights of July from 7-8 pm, giving people 
a chance to learn a bit of a new language.

 The Evangelism Committee encouraged par-
ticipation in the Black Gold Days parade in 
Glenpool on June 19th.

 The Mission Committee requested that the 
loose offering at the worship service on Sunday 
evening, June 27th be dedicated to the Backpack 
Ministry.  Elders were asked to consider with which 
mission project they would be involved on Mission 
Weekend.

 The Fellowship Committee is honoring the 
participants in the 2010 VBS with a swim party on 
Friday, June 25th at the Jenks/Glenpool Community 
Center.

 The Personnel Committee recommended 
hiring Amber Scrymgeour as our new Office 
Manager effective June 17th.  The motion passed.

-Continued on next page-
 .



-Session Minutes continued-

The elders approved the baptism of Sidney Gibe 
Webb on Sunday, July 11th at the 9:30 a.m.
 worship service.

 The next stated meeting of the elders will 
be Monday, August 16th at 6:30 p.m.  Elder Carol 
Wimmer will lead the devotional and opening 
prayer.  Elder Scott Davenport will lead the clos-
ing prayer.  The meeting adjourned with prayer 
led by Elder Carol Wimmer.  

-Pastor's letter continued- 

The meeting of the General Assembly (GA) is always an 
inspiring, sometimes overwhelming, but always significant 
event.  Both our Pastor Emeritus Neal Dancer, and I 
have attended as commissioners for our Presbytery in 
the past.  We`ve also had 2 young adult advisory dele-
gates from this congregation:  Lindsey Hamrick and 
Sarah Chancellor.  This gathering of representatives from 
the whole church remind us that as the Body of Christ, 
we are responsible for one another, accountable to each 
other, and connected to all.  Let us continue to pray that 
wisdom and courage will be the order of the day at the 
219th General Assembly!

  In Christ,

     ����������������

������������	
���
����������
�������������������	
���
����������
�������������������	
���
����������
�������������������	
���
����������
�������

������������
������������
������������
������������ �

 The Worship Committee is offering an opportunity 
called The Languages of Worship .  Starting on 
July 6th and continuing through the four Tuesday 
nights of July from 7-8 pm, you can participate in 
an introduction to a new language.  Childcare will 
be available.  You may choose between:

Korean  - B. J. Davis - Church Library (not on July 
27th)

American Sign Language  - Tyler Arnold and Jane 
Gibson - Room 202

French  - David Huffstetler - Room 205 (not on July 
27th)

Creek - Jordan Harmon - Youth Room off Dancer 
Hall (not on July 13th)

Spanish  - Jose Rivera - Confirmation Room off 
Dancer Hall

 During the four sessions, you will learn at 
least one element of worship in that language (i.e. 
the Lord`s Prayer, a hymn or song, Passing of the 
Peace, etc.), as well as other helpful phrases.  
Then your group will be encouraged to share what 
you`ve learned as a part of worship one of the 
Sundays in August.  Interested?  Sign up on the 
front of the friendship pad as it comes your way or 
let the church office know which “Language of 
Worship” you would like to know more about

Faithful Readers Book Club 

July meeting for the Faithful Readers 
Book Club is Sunday July 11th at 5pm .  
We will be discussing our July pick 
House Rules  by Jodi Picoult .  

For those reading ahead, our August 
book is The No. 1 Ladies Detective 
Agency . The first in Alexander McCall 
Smith`s beloved series of books about 
“the delightfully cunning and enormously 
engaging Precious Ramotswe, who is 
drawn to her profession to “help people 
with problems in their lives.” Immediately 
upon setting up shop in a small storefront 
in Gaborone, she is hired to track down a 
missing husband, uncover a con man, 
and follow a wayward daughter. But the 
case that tugs at her heart, and lands her 
in danger, is a missing eleven-year-old 
boy, who may have been snatched by 
witchdoctors.”  

The August meeting will be Sunday 
August 8th at 5pm . Please note we`re 
moving our night!  We were running into 
too many holidays and so Book Club will 
now begin meeting on the SECOND 
Sunday of each month (instead of the 1st) 
Same room, Confirmation Classroom and 
time, 5pm and as always all are welcome 
to join us for food, fellowship and a good 
book.
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Many, many thanks go out to those in our congregation who helped make our 
June Vacation Bible School successful. With close to 40 children participating 
along with our leadership, our church was filled with lots of laughter, excitement, 

and wonder as we explored God`s universe and how awesome God is. Our Galactic Blast adventure 
would not have been possible without the leadership of our Co-directors MJ O`Reilly and Jennifer 
Drever. Their enthusiasm and commitment to providing the children with an out-of-this-world adventure 
praising God was contagious throughout the week.

Others who also need our words of appreciation include John Rollins, Cindy Rehanek, Sue Wiser, Jodi 
Smith, Jill Chancellor, Sydney Webb, Kristi Lamoreaux, Zane Handley, Louis Hood, Alison Nichols, 
Stacy Richardson, Shannon Cozzoni, Jack and Jean Wiser, Jacque Maxwell, Marvin Thompson, 
Marjorie Swofford, David Wilson, Lori White, Ryan Wiser, and the Wednesday Night Youth Group and 
leaders for all of their help during the week. There were also a few folks who helped with some of the 
preparation ahead of time and need to be acknowledged as well: Earl Evans, Toni Parchuri, Pastor 
Cheryl, and Sheila Whitfield. 
 
As you can see, many members helped to make our VBS what it was this year, extraordinary! Thanks 
also goes to the Fellowship Committee for providing an opportunity for all of our VBS folks to enjoy an 
evening at the pool to celebrate.  Please be sure to let them know how grateful we as a congregation 
are for their willingness to help out in both small and large ways.
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Wed 14th  Movie night II 6pm-8:30pm Alice in 
Wonderland

Wed 28th  **Bike ride and Frisbee golf in 
Riverside Park 5:30pm-9pm Meet us with your 
bicycle at the old Jenks Bridge and we`ll ride to 
the Frisbee golf course on Riverside and 41st 
to continue the fun. 
  
**Signed Permission slips are required for this one! 
So please pick one up at the church or print the at-
tachment Pastor Cheryl will send closer to the event.

Andrea Turner wins 
award

Did you know we have an 
award winning songwriter 
in our St. James family? 
Congratulations to Andrea 

Turner  who received 2nd place in the 
Woody Guthrie Festival songwriting con-
test for her song “Family Tree.”  You can 
hear her perform her song in Okemah 
at 11:45am on Friday July 16th at the 
Woody Guthrie Festival.



Lectionary scripture readings for 
July 2010

 1 Nolan Oyler
 2 Steve Goff, Crystal Dollahon, 
 Jessica Lamoreaux
 5 Bill Westmoreland, Rob Smith, 
 James Siverhus
 6 Sarah Chancellor
 9 Barbara Prater
10 Jean Wiser, Landon Lybarger
11 Renee Chancellor
12 Doris Herald
14 Jeff Scott
15 Gerald Turner, Amber Scott
16 Calib Rice
17 John Shaddox, Lauren  
 Crownover, Jack Davenport
18  Anna Lee Murray
20 Josh Cozzoni
21 Todd Blaylock, Danny Finley
22 Grace Carey
24 Nancy Strimel
25 Allison Siverhus
26 Andrew Engelbrecht
27 Mia Beaty
29  Jessica Hood
30 Steve Dickson, Steve Lamoreaux

July 4 (14 th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
2 Kings 5:1-14   Psalm 30   
Galatians 6:(1-6) 7-16  Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

July 11 (15 th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
Amos 7:7-17   Psalm 82  
Colossians 1:1-14    Luke 10:25-37

July 18 (16 th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
Amos 8:1-12   Psalm 52
Colossians 1:15-28   Luke 10:38-42  

July 25 (17 th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
Hosea 1:2-10   Psalm 85 
Colossians 2:6-15 (16-19)   Luke 11:1-13

 July`s mission of the month is the Tulsa Day Center, 
or more specifically their Summer Kids program.  As most 
of you know the Day Center is a wonderful facility which 
provides many needed services to help the homeless of 
Tulsa with day to day survival, as well as assistance in tran-
sitional to housing.  During the summer months when they 
are not in school the Day Center has a program for the 
children of their clients.  They not only provide a safe 
place, but a chance to give these kids a little taste of sum-
mer fun, and give their parents a 
sometimes much needed break.  All 
during the month of July we will be 
collecting items for the Summer 
Kids Program.  You can help by 
bringing one or more of the follow-
ing child friendly (relatively low in 
sugar please) snacks and placing 
them in the bin under the mission board: graham crackers, 
animal crackers, goldfish, cheese crackers, 
peanut butter crackers, Ritz Bits, Juicy Juice boxes, 
mini muffins and fruit cups.

There are still some of our 
Summer at St. James t-shirts 

available so if you are 
interested in purchasing one 
for $7 let the office know and 
we`ll make sure to set one 

aside for you.  
If  paying with a check please 

be sure to write
 “Evang tshirt” in the memo 
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 We`ve said it before but it bares repeating, “well 
done good and faithful servants.”  God smiled as over 50 
members of our St. James family went out and did 
Mission the weekend of June 26th and 27th.   Thank you 
to everyone who lead a group, participated in an activity, 
cooked everyone dinner and/or prayed during this very 
special weekend of service.  It would be difficult to name 
all the names (as I fear we would leave someone out) but 
you know who you are and please consider yourself 
thanked.   Watch for pictures on the website soon!  

  Accomplishments:

Habitiat for Humanity : 1 shed built, from the ground up!
ReStore : Construction materials sorted and straightened 
at the Habitat ReStore
Hospitality House : Casseroles made for guests, cleaned 
construction site at Hospitality House expansion, flower-
beds weeded and watered, prayed for families of guests 
and wrote letters of encouragement.
Grace Living Center : Lap blankets made with and for 
residents, Jack and Colin Davenport visited with residents 
and passed out candy bags they had made, 
worshiped with residents Sunday morning, nail painting 
party, played BINGO
Project Keep Warm : Made 2 dozen scarves and hats to 
be distributed to the homeless this winter
Conservation Fair at Reasors : Folks taught about water 
pollution and how we can help keep our waters clean, 
made “fish prints” with the kids, collected food for the 
Jenks food bank
Jenks Community Food Bank : Served clients groceries, 
stocked and organized shelves, moved food from ware-
house to Food Bank, did a general (and much overdue) 
cleaning of the house.
Tulsa Day Center for the Homeless : Played with the chil-
dren in the Summer Kids program, cleaned the family 
room, redistributed toiletries for individual use, served 
200 Root Beer Floats to clients!

  We had a wonderful meal and celebration of the 
weekend at 6pm during which an offering of $183 was 
collected for the Backpack ministry! 
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 We`re off to Purdue and we couldn`t have 
done it without you!  Monday July 19th 32 youth 
and their 4 adult chaperones from the Eastern 
Oklahoma Presbytery will depart for West Lafayette 
Indiana for the Presbyterian Youth Triennium.  
Thanks to the generous support of the St. James 
congregation Alisha DeVore, Catherine and Julie 
Ferrell, and Katherine McMillan (as well as Pastor 
Cheryl) will be attending. We will be commissioned 
them during worship on July 18th.

 This tri-annual event called Triennium, gives 
Presbyterian youth from the United States and 
Canada, as well as our global partners the opportu-
nity to consider God`s daily invitation to pray, serve 
and “Go into the world!”  Triennium offers a unique 
opportunity for youth to spend some time discern-
ing what these invitations mean to them, what they 
look like and how they connect to them personally. 
Through presentations, studies, recreation and mis-
sion experiences. youth and adults are inspired to 
be alert, be active and seek ways to connect their 
lives with their faith.  The entire Triennium week is 
planned around a theme, this years theme “For 
such a time as this” comes from the book of Ruth.  

With each individual day 
having a sub-theme with 
supporting scriptures, 
speakers, conversations 
and mission opportuni-
ties. 

Please be in prayer not 
only for our St. James 

and Eastern Oklahoma youth but all the youth and 
adults who will gather together for this very special 
and energizing experience!

Black Gold  Days Parade
 

 St. James was well represented on 
Saturday June 19th in the Black Gold Days 
Parade in Glenpool.  Our VBS Galactic Blast 
themed float was a hit, thanks to our astro-
nauts, Jack Davenport, Aaron Drever and 
Andrew Wiser.  We passed out 300 book-
marks with information on St. James and 
VBS. (with candy and even a St. James pencil 
attached!)
 Participating in the parade were: John 
Cowan, Philanna Davenport, Jennifer and 
Aaron Drever, Earl, Faye and Dina Evans, MJ 
O`Reilly, Jack, Jean, SueEllen, Ryan and 
Andrew Wiser, and Pastor Cheryl.  
Also in the parade on horseback were our 
very own Rita and Dale Woodruff!


